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As we move into the final quarter of the year, the HSBC BWF
World Tour has been an evolutionary period as our sport
transitions to a unified tournament structure, with million-dollar
prize money in its top four events.

The DAIHATSU YONEX JAPAN OPEN, now positioned as a
Super750 event, gives the host and badminton fans in Japan
a golden opportunity to see some of the best players in the
world in action.

And to make it even more compelling is the fact that Japanese
fans will be able to witness first hand two of Japan’s new world
champions in action as well with Kento Momota triumphant
in the men’s singles at the recent World Championships
in Nanjing and his teammates Mayu Matsumoto-Wakana
Nagahara also crowned world champions in women’s doubles.
Japan’s rise in world badminton continues to draw accolades
from fans around the world and I firmly believe Japanese fans
can expect much stronger performances from their players in
the future.

It is also worthy to note that this year's event will be played at
the Musashino Forest Sports Plaza — which will host badminton
at the Olympic Games Tokyo 2020. This gives more motivation
for players to compete in Tokyo this year.

| would like to thank Nippon Badminton Association and their
team of officials and volunteers for presenting what promises
to be another spectacular event. Thanks also to HSBC, TOTAL,
Infront and all our corporate partners.

We look forward to a week of fantastic badminton in one of the
heartlands of our sport.

Good luck to all players.

Poul-Erik Hoyer
BWF President
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We are very happy to host 37th DAIHATSU YONEX JAPAN
OPEN 2018 here at the Musashino Forest Sport Plaza which
will also serve as a venue for Olympic Games Tokyo 2020.

In August the year before last at Rio Olympic Games, Ayaka
Takahashi and Misaki Matsutomo pair won long awaited Gold
medal in Women’s Doubles, Nozomi Okuhara won Bronze
medal in Women’s singles, bringing joy and delight to all
over Japan. This Year, Japan Women’s team won Uber Cup,
first time in 37 years, and Men’s team became the second at
Thomas Cup.

Furthermore, Badminton World Championships 2018 became
true stardom for Japanese players with Kento Momota
winning Men'’s singles Gold medal, Keigo Sonoda and Takeshi
Kamura pair winning Men’s Doubles Silver medal, Wakana
Nagahara and Mayu Matsumoto pair winning Women's
Doubles Gold medal, Yuki Fukushima and Sayaka Hirota pair
winning Women’s Doubles Silver medal, Koharu Yonemoto and
Shiho Tanaka pair winning Women’s Doubles Bronze medal,
as well as Akane Yamaguchi winning Women'’s Singles Bronze
medal.

In addition to the above, Japanese players have made
outstanding results at many other international tournaments
and we are hoping for even greater success at upcoming
Olympic Games Tokyo 2020. DAIHATSU YONEX JAPAN OPEN
2018 will give momentum to Tokyo 2020 and | believe that
Japanese players will make DAIHATSU YONEX JAPAN OPEN
2018 very exciting. | also believe that we will see some of the
players on Olympic podium.

| am very grateful that so many world class players are joining
this year’s competition. | hope that competing with each other
will push everybody’s skills to higher level. Also, don’t miss
this great opportunity to deepen your friendship. | believe this
championship is a chance for all spectators to learn world
class badminton techniques by watching top players from
different countries. To all badminton lovers, | hope you will
enjoy watching the games and it will improve not only your
badminton skills but also will contribute to raising badminton
level in Japan in general.

Finally, | would like to express my gratitude for all the support
to BWF, Tokyo Metropolitan Government and all concerned
parties of the cooperating companies. Thank you for your great
support and efforts in holding this competition.

Tamisuke WATANUKI
President, Nippon Badminton Association NBA
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| am very pleased that the DAIHATSU YONEX JAPAN OPEN
2018 Badminton Championships is to be held at Olympics
Games Tokyo 2020 Badminton competition site, Musashino
Forest Sport Plaza.

Many Japanese players got top prizes at this tournament
last year and made it very exciting for spectators. Success of
Japanese players continues to draw attention this year as well.
Men’s team won 2nd prize at 30th Thomas Cup and Women’s
team won first prize at 27th Uber Cup held in May in Bangkok.
Moreover, at the 24th Badminton World Championships held
in Nanjing, China, Japanese players achieved a great success
by winning six medals, including two golds, together with Men
and Women. Many badminton admirers are looking forward to
see world class players to face each other in fierce battle for
the Championship title.

| hope this tournament will serve as a motivator and inspiration
for all junior players and their coaches, as well as source of joy
and excitement for all badminton fans.

Only two years are left until Olympics and Paralympic Games
Tokyo 2020. Its success depends on support and cooperation
from many people. We are looking forward to your active
participation in volunteer activities at different sports events
to foster the momentum together. | am also very excited to
welcome to Japan many badminton officials and visitors
from all around the world. Please use this great opportunity
to expand and deepen friendship with people from different
countries.

From now on, various events will be held in different parts of
Japan. The Tokyo Metropolitan Badminton Association will
continue to participate actively in events to support the sports
management and future of sports in Japan.

Lastly, | would like to express my sincere gratitude to all the
stakeholders who worked hard to prepare this tournament. |
am looking for the success of the DAIHATSU YONEX JAPAN
OPEN 2018 and great performance by all participating players.

Tateo CHIBA
Chairman, Tokyo Metropolitan Badminton Association
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It gives me great pleasure to have the DAIHATSU YONEX
JAPAN OPEN 2018 Badminton Championships held in Tokyo.
On behalf of the people of Tokyo, | would like to extend a
heartfelt welcome to all of the athletes and officials who have
gathered here from Japan and around the world.

Top athletes from around the world come to compete against
each other in this international tournament, which | understand
is in the global limelight due to its high level of competition.
Along with fully demonstrating the accomplishments of
rigorous training, | look forward to seeing the athletes’ stellar
and dynamic plays impress and inspire spectators.

With less than two years to go to the Olympic and Paralympic
Games Tokyo 2020, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government
is now mobilizing all of its resources to deliver a successful
Games. Taking the opportunity presented by the Games, the
metropolitan government will also actively implement various
measures based on Tokyo’s Master Plan for Sport Promotion
with the aim of achieving “Sports City Tokyo,” where sports
are a part of everyday life and everyone can lead happy and
fulfilling lives.

In closing, | would like to express my deep respect to the
Nippon Badminton Association and everyone who has worked
so hard to make this tournament possible. | wish the event
every success.

Yuriko Koike
Governor of Tokyo
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| am truly honored to be given this privilege to become the title
sponsor of “the DAIHATSU YONEX JAPAN OPEN 2018 for the
second time in a row.

The Japan national team has been really successful recently,
with the women’s team winning their 6th Uber Cup title after
37 years, and the men’s team becoming the first runner-up of
the Thomas Cup, while winning a tremendous run of 6 medals
in the Badminton World Championships, which includes 2
gold medals. The successful run continued in the recent
Asian Games in Jakarta, Indonesia. The national team has
undoubtedly brought a lot of excitement to the entire country
by accomplishing such a historical achievement one after
another.

This year's tournament will be a part of the BWF World
Tour Super 750 and will offer a total prize that doubled last
year’s edition. The tournament will feature the top 32 in the
world ranking, and will certainly become one of the greatest
badminton tournaments in the world. This year, the badminton
event will be held in the brand-new “Musashino Forest Sport
Plaza”, which will also be the venue for the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics badminton games. | hope that this tournament will
be a good platform for all the players to further succeed, and
become a source of inspiration to the younger generation.
DAIHATSU has been contributing to the development of
badminton since last year and is actively engaged in various
events for this purpose. These include sponsoring international
badminton and para-badminton tournaments, supporting the
Japan national team, and sponsoring grass-root tournaments
in Indonesia, Malaysia, and Japan, where our cars are beloved
by the people. We hope to light up each and every one’s life,
not only in car life with our group slogan®Light y(u up ™.

Lastly, | would like to express my sincere appreciation and
gratitude to the Badminton World Federation, the Nippon
Badminton Association, the Tokyo Metropolitan Badminton
Association, all the stakeholders and the sponsors for their
great commitment to hold this tournament, and wish for the
success of this tournament, and all the best to the players as
well.

DAIHATSU MOTOR CO., LTD.

President
N
H -
v

Soichiro Okudaira

| would like to first express my sincerest gratitude as the main
sponsor for this year’s 37th annual “the Daihatsu Yonex Japan
Open 2018”. With this year's implementation of new BWF
badminton tournament structure changes, we can proudly
upgrade this tournament to a BWF World Tour Super 750
event. The tournament venue, Musashino Forest Sport Plaza,
surprisingly will also serve as the official venue for the 2020
Tokyo Olympic Games.

In close partnership with the Nippon Badminton Association,
we have worked to develop and further grow the sport of
badminton in Japan. On pace with recent news of Japanese
players’ success throughout the world of badminton, we have
witnessed consistently strong results by the Japanese National
team at the TOTAL BWF Thomas and Uber Cup Finals 2018
hosted in Bangkok, Thailand. There the women’s team took
home their 6th title in 37 years, and the men’s team made their
2nd finals debut since a championship finish back in 2014. In
addition, the TOTAL BWF World Championships 2018 held in
Nanjing, China saw an unprecedented 6 medals received by
the Japanese national team. Capturing their first gold medal in
Men'’s singles history, Women’s doubles also took home gold,
silver and bronze medals, marking the highest achievement
ever in the history of the national team. These achievements,
of course, stem from the great efforts and support of all the
people involved within the Japanese badminton industry who
have focused their efforts in fostering these talented rising
athletes.

The upcoming tournament will continue the uphill trend of
competitive abilities of world class athletes and attract more
fans for another record-breaking year in attendance. The
enthusiastic nature of the matches will surely bring new dreams,
hopes and admiration to the next generation of badminton
players, and leave a lifelong impression on everyone.

At Yonex, we strive “to contribute to the world with innovative
technology and the highest quality products,” a philosophy
all of us aspire to achieve on and off the court. Our duty
to the sport and to the fans is to contribute to the further
development and rise in popularity of the game by providing
the highest quality products on the market. It is our desire to
contribute to the global expansion of badminton by sponsoring
tournaments around the world. By devoting our efforts towards
these various undertakings, Yonex aims to strengthen its global
profile and communicate the joy of badminton effectively to the
people of the world.

In closing, | would like to express my sincere gratitude to
the Badminton World Federation, the Nippon Badminton
Association, the Tokyo Metropolitan Badminton Association,
and the Daihatsu Motor Co., Ltd. and | wish all the players
success in what will be another memorable event in Tokyo.

Kusaki HAYASHIDA
President, YONEX Co., Ltd.
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HSBC is delighted to be supporting the Badminton World Federation (BWF) as the Principal Global Partner for the
HSBC BWF World Tour and the Title Sponsor for the HSBC BWF World Tour, encompassing 27 BWF World Tour
Events in 20 countries.

Our association with the BWF is a great way to showcase our commitment towards sports and the larger pursuit of
health. As one of the world’s largest banking and financial services organisations, HSBC is now a leading partner of
five major sports - golf, rugby sevens, tennis, cycling and badminton.

In the run-up to 2020, this is an exciting time for sports in Japan. Badminton's emergence as a sport on the global
platform is testimony to its growing popularity and enhanced acceptance at a grass-roots level with an increasing
number of young people taking up the sport.

We are committed to support this journey and take this sport to a wider audience in Japan, across Asia and beyond,
through this global partnership with the BWF.

The DAIHATSU YONEX JAPAN OPEN 2018 will see some of the leading lights from the world of badminton battling it
out. We wish all athletes the best of luck and hope all spectators enjoy an exciting tournament.

Olivier Pacton
CEO, HSBC Japan
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