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TOKYO Letter

The 1978 All Japan Badminton Championship Tournament was
held in Tokyo from November 16 to 19, Needless to say, every year
this tournament is full of drama because it determines the best
badminton player in Japan,

The young favorite, Kinji Zeniya, overcame the intense battle
waged by the remarkably improved Masao Isuchida and won the men's
singles, Tsuchida, who took the first zame, but dropped the second,
tried to meke a valier! ccreback but lost the final game by a slim
margin., Using his powerful smash as s weapon, Zeniya impressively
captured tne champion's crown,

In the semi-finals, although he was narrowly defented by
Tsuchida, Ippel Kojima at 34 years old displayed remarkable youth-
fulness and vigor despite his age, It was a heated battle until
the end and the whole audience showed their appreciation with
endless applause, The fans vividly gave the veteran "Guts" Kojlima
the credit he deserved.

On the other hand, in the women's singles csemi-finals,
badminton queen Hiroe Yuki was dethroned in a surprising upset by
Atsuko Tokuda., Continuing on her winning streak, Tokuda won an
overwhelming victory over lss* year's champion, Saori Xondo, in the
finals, To everyone's amazement, the score, especially 1n the second
aare, was 11-0,

In the men's doubles the team of Y. Iino and M. Tsuchida

and ir the women's doubles the team of 4, Tokuda and M. Takada both

won as expected. M. Nakai and Y. Chibe scored their first victory
in the mixed doubles.
Special mention must be made here of the fact that Hiroshi
and Yoshiko Sugita, who have been playing as = team for almost 30
years, also participated in this year's mixed doubles. Unfortu-
nately they were not among the final best 8 entries, but their
efforts were recognized and televised on a Japan Broadcasting
System (NHK TV) news program,
Japanese badminton fans are eagerly looking forwsrd to the
Firet asorld Champions Badminton Tournament to be held in Tokyo
in the middle of January. Champion players from Englend, Dermsrk,
Indonesia, Canada, the United States and Holland will participate
in this tournament, which is the first and which promises to be tre
biggest event that has ever been held in Japan's badminton.history,
Ippel Kojima's "Guts !! Badminton - Challenging the Zxtreme",
which was published last year, and the Badminton World Calendar '79
are being received favorably. we have received many overseas orders
and will be happy te fill your order if you write to us., "Guts !!
Badminton - Challenging the Extreme" is 2000 yen (US$10) and the
calendar 1s 1200 yen (US$6). TFostage is not included and the money
may be sent with your order or if so desired, we will bill you later,
Please send your orders as well &s any comments you meay have regsrding
this magazine to the following address:
Miss Miwako Wakasono
Nippon Badminton Association
Kishi Kinen Taiikukan

1-1-1, Jinnan, Shibuya-ku, Tokyo
Japan 150
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