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*NATIONAL JUNIDR HIGHSCHOOL
Badminton Championship Tournament will be held
for the first time in Japan next July in Tokyo. Why,
is this any news? you might say. Well, yes. Now
let me tell you the reason.

As far as the sports activites are
concerned, situation in Japan is quite different from
any other countries. During several years alter the
world War II ended, wa had much difficulties in
economic life; food situation as well as transporta-
tions.

Under such circumstances, Ministry
of Education had in principle prohibited to organize
a nation-wide sports meetings for the youngsters
under the age of 15, in another words, for the Junior
highschool students. But, last year the authorities

lifted the ban responding to the public demand.

% | WOULD LIKE TO CALL YOUR
attention to another angle. You’d be surprised to
hear that the best part of any kind of sports,/
physical training activities in our country relies on
schools and enterprises.

Of course, the post-Olympic (’64 In
Tokyo) movement has brought us a lot of private/
public sports clubs for soccer, volleyball, swimming
etc., but those kind of clubs are wanting yet, and
when it comes to the problems of playgrounds or
gymnasiums, we have to see them to be constructed
more and more.

Circumstances is Just the same with

by TADAHIRO GOTO

badminton. Many people who love to play badminton
have been complaining of their playcourt to be

secured.

DO YOU SOMETIMES PLAY badmin-
ton in the open air? That’s very good. Unfortunately
or not, we have very iew people who play the game
outdoors. The Japanese likes “formalities” and many
of the officials or coaches who don’t think the out-
door play is a formal, are indifferent to encourage
the informal games.

But, recently. some of the famous
coaches and players who paid a visit to the South-
east Asian countries told us. *We noticed folks were
enjoying the play in the open air and it seems that
they never mind the wind. We have to have our

brain washed.”

*MISS. TOMOKO TAKAHAGSHI, former
Uber Cup player, recently got married and became
Mrs. Mitate. She won the national ladies singles
title three years ago, and played for the Uber Cup
in ’66 and ’69.

Mrs. Mitate said that she would retires
from competition but would not give up to play
just for fun.

By the way, Mr. Ippei Kojima, Japan’s
five-time singles champion and Miss. Noriko
Takagi, this year’s Dannish Open ladies champion
are waitng for their wedding ceremonies respectively,
informed sources says, though their partners are not

yet disclosed.
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