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Y¢Japan Won Three Gold Mebals in the 6th Asian Games banminton chapionship tournament held

in Bangkok, Thailand from 9 to 20 of Dec. ’70. Ten nations took part in the tournament.

Japan showed its supremacy over ladies division. In the team event, Japanese women deleated
the powerful Indonesian by a narrow margin of 3-2 in the semi-final, at the end of a desperate 45 minutes

battle between Miss. Aizawa and Miss. Theresia.

In this final game of the final and fifth match, Miss. Theresia grasped the match point by 10-9.
But Miss. Aizawa miraculously smashed her way collecting 4 points in successin to upset the match, when-

Miss. Theresia netted her forehand receive.
Japan KOed the host country Thailand by the score of 4-1 in the final.

Miss, Hiroe Yuki, '69 All England singles champion, gained victory in the same event. Miss.
Minarni, an Indonesian queen of badminton, gave up her match against Miss. Yuki in the semi-final because

of a leg cramp on the half way of the second game.

In women’s doubles, Miss. Aizawa, pairing with Miss. Takenaka, easly won the title beating the
Indonesian Miss. Nurhaena & Miss. Retono. The Japanese pair is the semi-finalist in the 70 All England

championship.

So far as men’s division are concerned, Japan was the third nation. In this part, Indonesia

splite the gold medals with Malaysia.

Indonesian snatched the team event defeating Thailand in the final. But, Malaysian succeeded
in its revenge against Indonesia, when P. Gunalan took hold of bothe singles and doubles titles. Ng Boon

Bee was the glorified partner in the doubles.
Y¢Badminton has been popular among the Self Delense Forces (meaning Armed forces in Japan).

Affiliated members with NBA (Nippon Badminton Association) are only 18,000, but the people
who enjoy badminton play in the SDF are said to be more than 35,000 including plain-clothes personel.

They have their own organization and hold All SDF championship tournament annually.

The reason is so simple: badminton is easy to handle if you never mind to be more skillful,

needs no large space for play, and very interesting because it has a varied speed of a flight.

The SDF has special training center where several kind of sports, like modern pentathlon,
biathlon, weight-lifting, wrestleing, boxing has been taken for the pourpose of sending Olympic athletes

in such a field.
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